




From: JuLee Rudolf
To: Kevin Cricchio
Subject: Re: Predators of the Heart (4709 Welch Lane, Anacortes) application for Special Use Permit (PL22-0133) to allow

for the operation of an Animal Preserve Wildlife Education, Conservation, and Sanctuary Center on the subject
property.

Date: Friday, February 10, 2023 10:10:29 AM
Attachments: image001.png

CAUTION: This email originated from an external email address.  Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender, you are expecting this email and attachments, and
you know the content is safe.

Kevin,
Thank you!
JuLee 

On Fri, Feb 10, 2023, 8:24 AM Kevin Cricchio <kcricchio@co.skagit.wa.us> wrote:

Hello JuLee. Thanks for emailing me at my work email. I don’t use my
personal email for anything except personal in nature and don’t mix the two.

 

Most of your questions predate my employment with Skagit County. I have
copied Code Enforcement Officer Tom Wenzl on this email should he have
answers for you. Thanks.

 

 

 

Kevin Cricchio, AICP, ISA |  SENIOR PLANNER

Skagit County Planning & Development Services Department

 

Phone: (360) 416-1423

 

mailto:juleerudolf@gmail.com
mailto:kcricchio@co.skagit.wa.us
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Email communications with county employees are public records and may be subject to disclosure,
pursuant to Chapter 42.56 RCW

 

 

 

 

 

 

From: JuLee Rudolf <juleerudolf@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, February 9, 2023 6:05 PM
To: Kevin Cricchio <kcricchio@co.skagit.wa.us>
Subject: Re: Predators of the Heart (4709 Welch Lane, Anacortes) application for Special
Use Permit (PL22-0133) to allow for the operation of an Animal Preserve Wildlife
Education, Conservation, and Sanctuary Center on the subject property.

 

CAUTION: This email originated from an external email address.  Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender, you are expecting this email and attachments,
and you know the content is safe.

Hi Kevin,

Hmm...this was just me using the search terms Kevin Cricchio Skagit Planning Department
and seeing this (see attached) pop up. Blame those folks! I was happy to find any email
address for you, much less your work one, which, btw, you could have provided in your
response :-). 

 

With a little more specific search terms, I found this one. I apologize, but honestly, it would
be way more convenient if in addition to your phone number, that you provided your work
email address in addition to the phone number and snail mail address. Just saying.

 

Same question (see above). Thanks for getting back to me. This is becoming curiouser and
curiouser.

Sincerely,

mailto:juleerudolf@gmail.com
mailto:kcricchio@co.skagit.wa.us


JuLee Rudolf

 

On Thu, Feb 9, 2023 at 5:00 PM Kevin Cricchio <kcricchio@hotmail.com> wrote:

Hi JuLee. You’re emailing my personal email address. Not sure how you got this. You’ll
need to email me at my work email address. Thank you. 

 

Kevin

On Feb 9, 2023, at 4:54 PM, JuLee Rudolf <juleerudolf@gmail.com> wrote:



Hi Kevin,

I don't have a comment on this (and I know the comment period has
passed), I'm just a lowly member of the Anacortes community who
has been following this and considering writing (let's call it an) article
about POTH, which I have done before. 

 

https://juleerudolfblog.wordpress.com/2019/10/29/chances-with-
wolves/

 

Here is what I am wondering, if, instead of applying for this
application, POTH had continued to operate with their current Class C
license, would they have been able to do that?

 

Also, I know that before 2015, when Skagit County sued them and
then let them be, the county enacted a law that "added wolves,
cougars, venomous snakes and foxes to the county’s list of prohibited
animals." Did the existence of POTH prompt this change in the law, or
was it unrelated to the Sanctuary?

 

I understand that several POTH neighbors filed a lawsuit against
them, so that's an issue. Again, I'm just wondering what prompted
their application for the Special Use Permit. If they would have been
able to continue their airbnb visits to the sanctuary (their primary
source of revenue), I don't understand why they would file for this

mailto:kcricchio@hotmail.com
mailto:juleerudolf@gmail.com
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjuleerudolfblog.wordpress.com%2F2019%2F10%2F29%2Fchances-with-wolves%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cbfb491e9239240fb493308db0b015bbb%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638115872689685958%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ujav407nTf6bUvApn5bxlls3Z7FdX5PiutKwrb8LB74%3D&reserved=0
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permit.

 

Thank you for your help.

Sincerely,

JuLee Rudolf

 

PS Just adding contact info in support of accountability for the fact
that I am a human being who lives within the county...

4816 Woodside Drive

Anacortes WA  98221

(360)320-4747



From: Planning & Development Services
To: Kevin Cricchio
Subject: FW: Feedback Submission
Date: Thursday, January 26, 2023 3:20:54 PM

From dept email
 

From: website <website@co.skagit.wa.us> 
Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2023 8:01 AM
To: Planning & Development Services <planning@co.skagit.wa.us>
Subject: FW: Feedback Submission
 
 
 

From: feedback@co.skagit.wa.us <feedback@co.skagit.wa.us> 
Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2023 7:45 AM
To: website <website@co.skagit.wa.us>
Subject: Feedback Submission
 
Department : Office of Land Use
Name : Rob Howson
Email : robhowson.rh@gmail.com
Other : Please forward to the appropriate department or official. Are you seriously going to force an
animal sanctuary to euthanize the animals it has tried to provide a life for due to a lawsuit( get rich
quick scheme) and a frivolous permitting issue. Something about this doesn't make sense.
Unfortunately the animals are the ones that will pay the price.

From Host Address: 72.143.202.34

Date and time received: 1/26/2023 7:42:08 AM
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From: Gina Mousseau
To: Kevin Cricchio
Subject: FW: PDS Comments
Date: Friday, May 13, 2022 11:06:50 AM

From Dept email
 

From: website@co.skagit.wa.us <website@co.skagit.wa.us> 
Sent: Friday, May 13, 2022 10:00 AM
To: Planning & Development Services <planning@co.skagit.wa.us>
Subject: PDS Comments
 
Name : Robin Neuman
Address : 3943 Rockridge Parkway
City : Anacortes
State : WA
Zip : 98221
email : Robincharlotte@sbcglobal.net
PermitProposal : Predators of the Heart
Comments : Dear Sir/Madam, 

I have only been to this facility once. It was a wonderful life changing and mind blowing experience.
At that time the facility was not under the management of M’s. Carr, it was under her fathers
management and I must admit he was part of the exciting energy. 

I have met, by circumstance, visitors to Anacortes who are here to visit the facility only. 

Now that people are traveling again I have quite the schedule of guests coming to visit. Taking them
to Predators of the Heart is definitely on my list. 

I note you have quoted a Skagit reporter about the death of a dog in past years. You might want to
dig a bit deeper into the situation. The reporter did NOT. 

Obviously, my vote is ‘yes’. Please help to keep this wildlife sanctuary open and available with all the
restrictions needed. 

Thanking you in advance. 

Sincerely, 
Robin Neuman

From Host Address: 24.19.240.171

Date and time received: 5/13/2022 9:56:04 AM

mailto:ginam@co.skagit.wa.us
mailto:kcricchio@co.skagit.wa.us
mailto:Robincharlotte@sbcglobal.net














From: Gina Mousseau
To: Kevin Cricchio
Subject: FW: PDS Comments
Date: Monday, May 9, 2022 11:38:42 AM

From Dept email
 

From: website@co.skagit.wa.us <website@co.skagit.wa.us> 
Sent: Friday, May 6, 2022 4:30 PM
To: Planning & Development Services <planning@co.skagit.wa.us>
Subject: PDS Comments
 
Name : Christopher Harris
Address : 4653 Welch Lane
City : Anacortes
State : Wa
Zip : 98221
email : Redbeard5451@hotmail.com
PermitProposal : PL22-0133
Comments : My family and I live near Predators of the Heart and have enjoyed the wolf howls
coming from their property since we moved in. 

That said, we are also concerned with the death of our neighbors family dog, last October, which
occurred on their property by three loose wolves. The way Predators of the Heart handled this
incident by blaming the victim dog, not taking responsibility and publicly omitting any fault of their
own in order to sway the opinion of the uninformed is shameful. 

Predators of the Heart needs to ensure the safety of the community and make this their priority
above all else.

From Host Address: 50.34.98.200

Date and time received: 5/6/2022 4:28:12 PM
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From: Gina Mousseau
To: Kevin Cricchio
Subject: FW: PDS Comments
Date: Monday, May 9, 2022 11:38:04 AM

From Department email
 

From: website@co.skagit.wa.us <website@co.skagit.wa.us> 
Sent: Friday, May 6, 2022 4:15 PM
To: Planning & Development Services <planning@co.skagit.wa.us>
Subject: PDS Comments
 
Name : Maren Mansfield
Address : 4653 Welch Ln
City : Anacortes
State : WA
Zip : 98221
email : marencita@mac.com
PermitProposal : PL22-0133
Comments : My family and I live on property very near Predators of the Heart. We have always
enjoyed the howling of the wolves but have become more concerned about safety with the history
of wolves escaping. The dog that was killed by 3 escaped wolves was my next door neighbor. The
response from POTH on Facebook blamed the incident on an unleashed dog, which is legal in the
county and should not be an excuse. A zoo could not blame an escaped tiger on being provoked by a
dog. I am concerned that they didn’t take more responsibility and blamed it on an outside force. This
showed me they were more concerned with swaying public opinion than the safety of the
community. I would be happy to continue to be neighbors with them if they took full responsibility
for themselves and made the safety of all their number one concern.

From Host Address: 50.34.98.200

Date and time received: 5/6/2022 4:14:16 PM
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From: Planning & Development Services
To: Kevin Cricchio
Subject: FW: PDS Comments
Date: Thursday, May 5, 2022 4:23:04 PM

From dept email
 

From: website@co.skagit.wa.us <website@co.skagit.wa.us> 
Sent: Thursday, May 5, 2022 3:10 PM
To: Planning & Development Services <planning@co.skagit.wa.us>
Subject: PDS Comments
 
Name : R GAY BUNKER
Address : 14331 Van Luven Pl
City : Anacortes
State : WA
Zip : 98221
email : gbunker47@gmail.com
PermitProposal : Conditional-use permit for Predators of the Heart
Comments : Predators of the Heart is not only a great teaching tool but A huge resource for the
rescue of all animals needing help. I took my 2 graduating high school grandchildren last summer on
a tour there that they will always remember. The tour guides were so knowledgeable about all the
different animals and the interaction with the wolves was phenomenal. 
You would be doing a great disservice to not allow them to continue their work and teaching. It is a
great sanctuary and education conservation.

From Host Address: 98.97.35.154

Date and time received: 5/5/2022 3:07:36 PM

mailto:planning@co.skagit.wa.us
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From: website
To: Planning & Development Services
Subject: PDS Comments
Date: Monday, May 2, 2022 5:35:07 PM

Name : Marcela Vorel
Address : 4265 Lange Ter
City : Anacortes
State : WA
Zip : 98221
email : marcelavorel@icloud.com
PermitProposal : PL22-0133
Comments : It's shocking this is even up for debate after a dog was recently killed by three
wolves that escaped from Predators of the Heart in Oct 2021. This was the 2nd of such an
occurrence. In September 2017, two leashed wolves broke away and killed the dog of a hiker
in the Little Cranberry Lake area. 

Considering this "sanctuary" is next to the Anacortes Forest Lands where many people
recreate with their dogs, Predators of the Heart should be relocated where it doesn't pose a
danger given their lack of security, if not shut down altogether. 

This is not a wildlife "sanctuary." It's a petting zoo without proper security.

From Host Address: 24.22.255.220

Date and time received: 5/2/2022 5:34:10 PM
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From: Gina Mousseau
To: Kevin Cricchio
Subject: FW: PDS Comments
Date: Thursday, May 5, 2022 11:45:57 AM

From Department email
 

From: website@co.skagit.wa.us <website@co.skagit.wa.us> 
Sent: Thursday, May 5, 2022 7:15 AM
To: Planning & Development Services <planning@co.skagit.wa.us>
Subject: PDS Comments
 
Name : JoAnn York-Gilmore
Address : 2708 Gee Lane
City : Anacortes
State : WA
Zip : 98221
email : Joannyorkgilmore@yahoo.com
PermitProposal : Predators of the Heart containable use permit
Comments : Thank you for finally requiring a conditional use permit for this organization and its
activities. This activity is located too close to residential and recreational areas used by the public. In
addition, previous deadly incidents involving animals who escaped their enclosures are
unacceptable. This is not a suitable activity for this area. Thank you

From Host Address: 24.19.243.130

Date and time received: 5/5/2022 7:12:04 AM
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From: website
To: Planning & Development Services
Subject: PDS Comments
Date: Monday, May 2, 2022 5:25:04 PM

Name : Grant Johnson
Address : 4265 Lange Ter
City : Anacortes
State : WA
Zip : 98221
email : grant.m.johnson78@gmail.com
PermitProposal : PL22-0133
Comments : Predators of the Heart should not only have their current Special Use Permit
application to expand their operation denied, they should also have their current Special Use
Permit revoked. Just recently they allowed their wolf/dog hybrids to kill a neighbor's pet. I live
just across the hill from them and was taking my dog for our morning walk when I heard the
commotion. They have a terrible track record for keeping their animals contained and have
been responsible for several pet deaths. We have spoken with many other residents of the area
and everyone lives with a nagging fear of the next escape and what could happen to our pets,
our children and loved ones and to ourselves. 

Predators of the Heart is also not a wildlife sanctuary, but a pay-to-play zoo. They currently
run an AirBnB where you can pay large sums of money to stay overnight and pose for pictures
with the wolf/dog hybrids. Unfortunately the Skagit PDS comment submission will not allow
me to past a URL but a quick search on AirBnB will show their operation. 

Overall their operation is incompatible with the character of rural Fidalgo Island and a threat
to public safety.

From Host Address: 24.22.255.220

Date and time received: 5/2/2022 5:22:27 PM
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From: Planning & Development Services
To: Kevin Cricchio
Subject: FW: PDS Comments
Date: Thursday, April 28, 2022 3:22:41 PM

From dept email
 

From: website@co.skagit.wa.us <website@co.skagit.wa.us> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 26, 2022 5:30 PM
To: Planning & Development Services <planning@co.skagit.wa.us>
Subject: PDS Comments
 
Name : Dave Knutsen
Address : 4592 Welch Lane
City : Anacortes
State : WA
Zip : 98221
email : dknutsen1@frontier.com
PermitProposal : File # PL22-0133
Comments : I am in opposition of this SEPA for an Animal Preserve Wildlife Education, Conservation,
and Sanctuary Center on the subject property. 
The owners have demonstrated time and again an unwillingness to consider safety of the
neighboring property owners. The animals have escaped from the enclosures many times as
documented by the local Anacortes Police Dept. records and Skagit County Sheriffs Department. This
repeated negligence has only resulted in the destruction of two pet dogs to date. This is a small area
with several homes with families with small children. When will the county take action to prevent a
more catastrophic incident when a small child is encountered by one of the wolves or cougars. Just
today I spoke with an individual, Bruce Mullins, who used to volunteer at POTH with his wife Lisa, he
recounted multiple incidents of safety violations involving the wolves. Since those incidents he nor
his wife volunteer or want anything to do with POTH. 
None of the owners or operating staff live on the premises. If an animal escapes its up to us, the
neighbors to report sightings. The enclosures are cyclone fencing, with trees surrounding the area. A
tree that is fallen on a fence line due to the wind will then allow the animals a clear path to our
neighborhood or the forest lands (ACFL). The animals have also dug out from under the fence. I have
photos documenting this. They dug out from the fence to enter our neighbors property and killed
and ate their family dog last fall. I had to call Ashley and tell her that several of the wolves had
escaped and had destroyed a neighbors dog. She was not aware since she wasn't on the property.
But when she tried to explain the incident on Facebook she said that her staff had discovered the
missing animals and that they returned to their enclosures on call within several minutes of their
escape. That is an absolute false statement. They were out of the enclosures and roaming our
neighborhood for over 20 minutes. The staff that did finally retrieve them were visibly shaken during
this incident. Now POTH is trying to buy the silence of the dog owners whose dog was killed. 
These are wild animals with wild animal DNA. Once one of the animals gets a blood scent its like a
frenzy. Like blood in the water and sharks. 
They feed to animals scraps donated and purchased to a lesser degree from various business' in the
area. They also bred rats for feeding the animals and now the neighborhood has a rat infestation

mailto:planning@co.skagit.wa.us
mailto:kcricchio@co.skagit.wa.us
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from escaped rodents. We never had rats in the area prior to their business location here. 
The animal waste is washing down into a local stream (Mitten Creek) which then feeds several small
ponds and further polluting downstream waterways, which flows to Alexander Beach. 
The neighborhood was established long before POTH moved in. Why should their inclusion into our
area now force us to alter our living patterns. We moved out into this wooded area to enjoy getting
away from the hustle and bustle of the city, to enjoy the serene countryside. We already put up with
the howling and the noise of the other animals, but we shouldn't have to worry about being stalked
or worse yet our children or grandchildren being injured or worse. 
The operators of POTH are doing an abysmal job of managing their business. Creating a grave safety
concern for the neighborhood. 
Any letters of support for POTH will come from people that do not live in the area and do not have
to put up with the noise, safety, or health concerns that the neighborhood has to contend with. 
Please do not allow this SEPA to be granted. 

Dave Knutsen

From Host Address: 50.34.122.13

Date and time received: 4/26/2022 5:28:33 PM
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